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a reverential and weak-minded disciple essays to talk in the 
teacher's dialect, the disproportion between the meaning and 
the expression reduces the latter to a laughable cant. The book 
is dedicated to the editor's children, in a strain of foolish fond- 
ness, which is well enough perhaps in the nursery, but anywhere 
else is worse than wasted. It is very well for him to have 
children, and to entertain a very sincere affection for them: but 
to thrust on the public attention his paternal love for the little 
dears, is, to say the least, in bad taste. The reading public, 
especially on this side of the water, have but little anxiety to be 
edified with a volume of amiable yearnings, even towards the 
" Fairy Prattler," and the " Still meek Boy," of Coleridge's 
letters. As to the instruction and advice that this exemplary 
father communicates to his babies through the press, we should 
be greatly surprised if they were to have any distinct idea of its 
meaning, at least after they have come to years of discretion. 

The letters of Coleridge, in this volume, are wholly deficient 
in grace, simplicity, and beauty. The sentences are long, awk- 
ward, and sometimes utterly unintelligible. Compared with 
Cowper, Swift, Bolingbroke, Byron, or Scott, how vastly inferior 
they are in every excellence of style and thought. But the 
volume gives us some curious and amusing views of the ways 
and manners of the Initiated. How amazingly fond they all 
are of the child-like ; what adepts in universal love, towards 
all who think exactly as they do. And what a charming vein 
of baby talk runs through their profoundly philosophical dis- 
courses on the nature of man. 



3. — Memorial of Francis Lieber, Professor of History and 
Political Economy, in the South Carolina College, rela- 
tive to Proposals for a Work on the Statistics of the 
United States. 8vo. pp. 17. 

Dr. Lieber has submitted a memorial to the Federal Senate, 
on the very important subject of collecting, arranging, and pub- 
lishing the 'Statistics of the United States. The plan he has 
drawn up is printed among the documents of Congress, and is 
well worthy of the serious attention of that body. The clearness 
and thoroughness of Dr. Lieber's arrangement are admirable. 
He presents a comprehensive view of all the subjects, the facts 
of which can be useful to the statesman, the philosopher, or the 
historian. If the work were executed in the spirit of Dr. Lieber's 
plan, we hesitate not to say, that it would be one of the most 
valuable contributions that have ever been made to the materials 



1836.] Jlntiquitates Americana. 265 

of political philosophy. It would exhibit the elements of Ameri- 
can prosperity, and the blessings of a free government, in a most 
impressive light. We really hope that the din of party conflict 
will not make our countrymen turn a deaf ear to a scheme of 
such immense practical utility, even though it has nothing to do 
with putting down the Bank, or putting up Mr. Van Buren. 
There are things besides party politics, which Congress and the 
country may constitutionally support ; and it is not very extrava- 
gant to say, that a work so useful to every American citizen, 
and so honorable to the government of the United States, as that 
proposed by Dr. Lieber would be, belongs to that number. 



4. — Antiquitates Americanw ; or a Collection of the Accounts 
extant in Ancient Icelandic, and other Scandinavian 
Manuscripts, relative to Voyages of Discovery to North 
America. Copenhagen. 1835. 

A very important work is about to be published at Copenha- 
gen, under the superintendence of the Royal Society of Northern 
Antiquaries. It is no less than a collection of Icelandic docu- 
ments, consisting of ancient Sagas, and selections from geo- 
graphical works, concerning the early voyages of the Northmen 
to North America. These are accompanied by Latin and Dan- 
ish versions, and with Latin notes and disquisitions respecting 
their first landing-places and settlements on the American con- 
tinent. It is said that these documents " comprise testimony, 
the most authentic and irrefragable, to the fact, that North 
America was actually discovered by the Northmen towards the 
close of the tenth century, visited by them repeatedly during the 
eleventh and twelfth (some of them even settling there as col- 
onists), rediscovered towards the close of the thirteenth, and 
again repeatedly resorted to in the course of the fourteenth ; 
and that the Christian Religion was established there, not only 
among the Scandinavian emigrants, but in all probability, like- 
wise, among other tribes, previously, or, at all events, then seated 
in those regions." 

The Society also propose publishing a similar but more exten- 
sive collection on the British and Irish Antiquities. A list of 
the principal works included in this collection is given in the 
prospectus. They will undoubtedly furnish important illustration 
of the early history of the British Isles. We hope measures will 
be taken to secure copies of both these works for our public 
libraries, and particularly for the library of Harvard University. 
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